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A History of the Anal Retentive Title Underwriter (ARTU)

Description

The Anal Retentive Title Underwriter (ARTU) was the brainchild of Claire Kennett, the first Editor-in-
Chief to succeed Bill Johnston, and the idea was born during the GALA Celebration at the 2011 VLTA
Convention at the Jefferson Hotel in Richmond when Tim Akers became President. Historically, ARTU
was presented from the perspective of an Underwriter, and the format for was to pose a question:
review an issue or situation involving title underwriting, and then to provide a multiple-choice list of
answers of how to best resolve the situation.

Question:

Republished ARTU article from March-1, 2018

Tom wrote a holographic Will, which stated as follows: a4??To my wife, Anne R. South, | will and
bequeath all of my property both personal and real to do with and dispose of at her pleasure so long as
she shall live to be equally divided among my 4 children.&?e

Anne has gifted the house to her granddaughter, who now wants to sell. You are underwriting counsel,
and although you find the language in the will to be &??iffya?s, counsel for the seller advises it is a
a??no-brainer, and just close it and insure itd?e. You advise that this is a perfect case for the
a??shotguna?e approach a?? get everyone to sign who might have a potential interest or who might
subsequently complain, which in this case would be the 4 children. The terse reply is that 4??The
children will not sign because they are mad that the granddaughter is selling the house.a4?+ What do
you advise?

Answer:

We always want to know why those who might claim a potential interest will not sign, because a difficult
problem with unhappy people is always a perfect ingredient for a lawsuit, which the insurer does not
want a??to buya?e. In this case, a Court Order was required.
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